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Secretary’s | Boreen
REPOK'T Parker
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This is, of course, my busiest time of the year, and it hss been
complicated by the fact that I immediately went into hospital following
the convention, which virtually put me out of coumission for a fort-
night. This will acg¢ount for the fact that possibly I haven't answe~
red all your letters and gqueries as promptly as I would have lilked,
and if you haven't heard from me I ask you to beer with me until I can
organize,

The following metters are drawn to your attention,

1. REFERENDUM The votinz was as follows: 57 for (2) and (3);

27 for {2)., One against the Company categorically
and & votes in favour of (2) or (3) but referring to a referendum back
to the membership. It will be seen that the membershin agree to the
possibility of forming a Company subject to the findings of the Select
Cormittee, These have been nominated as follows: K.F.8later, Feter
Vleston, lichael Rosenblum, myself, Keith Bridges, Anthony Sudbury,
Grahoam Boak, Pete Mebey, Phil Rogers, and Archie liercer, Keith Otter
hos been co-opted as his specialist services will be neecded, ond with
the rest of the present committee we believe a cross-section of the
mnembership is represented, The present Comnittee will continue to
obtain cll necessary information, and when this is to hand, we will
consult with the Seclect Committee and report back to the membership, It
would appear from the information supplied by Keith Otter, who is not
only a Chartered Accountant, but one who specialiges in company forma~
tion, thet most of the difficulties eunviscped can be ironed out quite
sinply and that the running of o Company will in fact be simpler than
the present set-up. We are however investigating stronuously, and
will let you know the results., ‘

2, HAGAZING CHAIN  Unfortunately Pete labey is unoble to continue to
run this, but Keith Frecman of 2, Walmer Close,
Tilchurst, Reading, Berks, has talken over, 'ad will run it until the
R.A,F, decide otherwise (i.e., until he is posted cbroad). eith has
~lready circuleariscd the present members of the chain and all future
enquiries should be scent to him, You will cpgpreciste that it will be
some little time before all members of the chioin receive their copies,
but at least the chiin is moving Will 211 mewmbers using the chain
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PLEASE continue it as gquickly as possible and if they cre holding
ony copies, will they please forword thew to Keith in order thot he
can re-orgonize. It would aprear thrt there cre wmany discreponcies
beotween magozines issued and the magozines that are returned, In
the case of Analog, overy magezine from loveuber 1564 to Jonuory
1966 is still out on the chain, @nd obviously they should by now
have coupleted fhe chain =nd he in the library. Twelve issues of
F&SF are missing as well as nine isswes of IF, f nmembers have
these copies, will they plerze inforn Keith immediately. The
chains have now been shortened, in order thot Keith can have some
ide. where holde-ups occur, and fduplicote! mapgozines will be ourche
ased in order to snpeed the chains, I think a Vote of Thanks should
be offered to Peter linbey for his hord work in previous years, cnd I
an sure nembers will azree with ue,

5+ ORBITIR This has ~lso been reorgenized, ond I understand that

four chains are circuloting, I{ vou wont constr-
uctive criticiswm on your writing ond art write to Robert L.Cooper
(sce membership list for his oddress - my card index is at present
at Bristol!) for detsils. (++ perhaps I can help..,. Robert I,
Cooper, Malc Staff, Saxondale Hospital, Radcliffe-on-Trent, Hottin-
zham,++ « Ed,)

L, LIBRARY Jean liuggoch is typing the lists, These should he

ready in o month, I z1lso have fifty new additious
for the library and 2 list will be attached to the Bulletin (hut
probably not this one), Some of these additions arc review conies
but the grecter majority have been donated by Roger Peyton, to whom
our grateful thanks are tenderecd,

S5¢ IGANEINE LIBRLREY Thiz is now being run by Joc Bowman, -of

'Balinoe', Ardpay, Ross~shire, A further
threc .hundred megozines will be forworded to Joe by the time you
recd this, =8 I have catrlogued them ~ad they will be added to the
new lists when tyoed. These marszines are circa 1850, Phil iiul=
covney will be dupliciting both lists vhen typed, but we will only
distributc copics to those nembers who reauest them, Please let ne
know whether you require ecither or both lists, end. I will forward
copies when cvailable,

5,0V.IRSEAS VISITORS Jean lugnoch and Daphne Sewell have offered
to be B,S.,T'.A, represcentatives in London for

oversecas visitors, and will be zlad to arronge mectings for then

with other London fans. Will overseas visitors please contact

Jean and Daff dircct at Flat 15, Balcombe Housc, Tounton Placce,

London W,W,1, Tclevhone number is AMBassador 0310,

7 « MONEY I have been in correspondence with 1y opposite number
in the States, who is rather worried ahout sterling
being smuggled into the U.S.LA, It would apnear that the greater
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najority of members are not aware that it is quitc simnle to transfer
money to the States oither through your banks (in which case they would
prefer the account payce to be notified so that they con do direcet mail
tr:onsfers) or nlternatively through the Post Office. If you go to the
post officc 2nd ask for an Internctional loney Urder ~ ask for Form no,
P2229G =nd part (c¢) on the bacl: apwlics ~ if you complete this the
Post Office will arrange it for you. 1. would draw menbers!'! attention
to the fact thot it is cgoinst the lav to smuggle stcerling out of thc
country, «nd although it iz unlikely tact nmembers would be prosccuted
for the sncll cmounts involved, it moy well be that o 'test case! night
arisc,

O PUBLICATIONS I heve now rcceived the papers from Steve Ozkey,
znd by the time you rcad this all Tangent mate-
rial should have been returncd. I scc that gonb wombers did subscribe

to TANGENT, 2nd it is not clcar whether these menbers! subs have becen
rcturncd, Will nembers who hove not received their subs back nlcasc
get in touch with me,

9. FAN GROUPS Would all fan groups in the U,.K, pleasc write to
me with detzils of mecetinge and so on, in order

that a list may be prepared for the beonefit of those weitbers who wish

to participate, A list will appear with a future cdition of VECTOR,

Pleasc lect me know if there are any other outstending matters to
which my oattention should be drawn.

sea Dorcon Parker
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A POSTSCRIPT TO 'WHICH JUST GOES TO SHOU!' (VECTOR 43)

Extract fron 'DRGIER!' 170 drted February 24th 1967:

WHARLAN ELLISON TO QUIT HOLLYWOOD: Hrrlan Ellison, who has
been cctive in Hollywood writing screenplays and scripts for
Tel.vision, has ocpporently decided to break coupletely with
the Hollywood scene, The details cvnilable indicoate thot
Ellison subnitted o script to Star Trek which wos altered
considerably by Gence Roddenberry, exccutive producer of the
show, When BEllison found out cbout the chonges, he fired
off a shorp letter to Roddenberry. This resulted in a
letter from Reddenberry to Ellison culainnting ia the ann-
ounced break in relations betieen the two, Ellison has,
howaver, announced thot he is sicl of the Hollywood srind
and intends to pull out entirely,"

Doubtless My Ellison is aoc longer bothercd about those letters he wos
asking everyone to write,..

-~ Dav Garnctt




Knowledge is

ey BRYnn FORTEY

The motto 'knowledyge is power! can be seen carved upon many
a school building, but it is our ability to use it that sets us
apart from the other animals who inbabit this planet of ours.

What is it? Inowledge is the total summation of all we know,
Tt is the reason mankind has survived to rule the earth while such
as the brontosaurus faded into extinction, and its acc¢umulation and
usape is our inheritance, Whether or not we use it wisely is
another matter, and one that I do not feel myseli qualified to deal
with,

Without a seolid basis of general knowledge man would be nothing,
Only after that has been attained is it possible to become a specia-
listy but iirst the foundation had to be built, and that started
with the supposed ape~man, that unproven missing-link,

Let us go back in time some five hundred thousand years, teo
when primitive men was struggling to survive. The ape-men, uncivi-
lized and brutish, gathered in family groups living in caves or
wheatever shelter nature provided. They fed upon fish, insects,
birds, roots, fruits and small animals. Their lives were full of
insecurity and fear.

nowledge was not their automatic right, but had to be forged
generation after generation, They were not capable of thought as
we know it, their version being indistinguishable from feelingzgs,

Though usunlly physically inferior to them, they locked in
mortal combat against the ferocious snimals of the pgreat forests.
Their single advantage lay in the instinctive cunaingness that
enabled them to survive. It was enough, and in surviving these
primitives learnt the lessons of experience, This was knowledge
in the meliing,

S0 we can see that knowledge dates back to the earliest stage
of man, the first forim of conscious living in our world, Gradually,
taking many generations, this fund of general knowledge slowly

xpanded and grew.,

Many thousands of years later came the discovery of fire and
the use of stone cnd flint to make axe heads, This latter



discovery formed the basis for primitive men's first step touwards
civilization, Tocls and weapons, however rough and simple, Were being
constructed,. Thus a specialized knowledge had cvolved, and their _
place in the general scheme of things, that of hunters, became conside-
rably improved because of it,

Still generations later, agoin thousands of theim, and metal ores
were being smelted, and soon cosie the first foltering steps towards
agriculture, Planting and tilling took plazce, and formerly wild anim-
als were domesticated, Though they still also hunted, a more settled
agricultural type of society emcrged, With all these greacual steps
forward, mankind's fund of knowledge grew and grew, and as it did so,
men's mastery over his environment paralleled the growth,

And so it has been throughout the ages, Bach successive pgenera-
tion has added its own porticular contribution to the overzll stockpile.
Adversity has often strucly, snd many a retrograde step been token, but
these things too have added to man's knowledge,

Today our general knowledge is truly immense, and from it springs
specialization in mony fields and directions. We, of our generation,
will add still further to the greater all,

Immenge, that was how I described the present accumvlation, ond so
it is, to us, Yet cach generation has considered their own in this
Wey . It won't be very long before we are looked back upon as being old
fashioned, not porticularly well informed, cnd eventually, guite backe
ward, So it hos always been, the naturcl order of things, and so it
will clways be,

How the future will use the knowledge they will inherit we do not
know, neither cen we say with eny certcinty whot they in theisr turn will
add to it. With hope, znd nothing more, we can suggest the directions
we think will be the bhest, But it will be up to eack succeeding future
generation, as in turn they become the present, to use it as they see
43115

The bulk we received, «itended - modified -~ expanded - believed to
be dmproved, we will hond forward, And when we do, resisned to the fact
fact that our smoll pert is played, we will hand over also our responsi-
bility for its use.

'Inowledge is power', but its usage can be for good or evil, Whet -
ever it is goin,; to be used for we have no option but to go on adding to
it. It is the function of our species; egotistical man strides ever
forwerd, We cun but pl y our parts ..nd hope that cne day, eveantually,
the knowledge we helped to crecte will hring not only power, but wisdom,
too,

+tw ittt




PLEASANT DREAI1S AND NIGHTI-ARES by Robert Bloch
(Whiting and Wheaton 21s)

It is sowme neosure of the effect of this
book that on finishing it I found that there
were sBix storics whose plots I couldn't rcecali,
ont a further three I had to checlk back on.
There 1s an cavantage in this, 1a that the book
ney be read many tines over,

Robert Dloch is a writer who, in a purcly
ertistic sensc, makes me want to start burning
books, He is undoubtedly talented in so far
25 actual technique is concerncd, and ingcnious
in his idcas or notions, But his stories, or
wore specifically the storices in this colleoc-~
tion, arc the product of a writer whose inter-
ests scem to be largely commercial,,  These
days, nobody writes with onc hundred per cent
artistic motivation, but there is a wedian
betircen this and cynicisi.

S0 @ hook of this sort may achieve its
rurpose if a writer has to live, but if a
re~der buys a book he is not doing so for the
sole purposc of paying soneone's rent, He
wants something in return,

=4

Two of the storics in this collection
(Catnip” and “Hungarian Rhopsody') ond on
bad puns, and the only conclusion one can draw
is that they were written around then, Even
Fred Drown had the inteprity to kecep his how-
lers to less thon five hundred words, The
Drea~n liokers'', as arother instance of a let-
dotn, ends with a revelation that is not only
unlikely, but betrays the rest of what could
have been 2 good story.

Of course Bloch hos his mements, and there
arc severcl of them here, I like his mananer
of associating omall observations that are with
us all, cnd relating them to 2 larger scale of
things. One of the exaindles of this is in
"The Hungry House' where reflections in a mir-
ror play a lerge neart in the cction:

' A nan looks Qifferent in a mirror, Hot
the way he inmagines hinself to be, knows
hinself to he, A mirror distorts. That's
wihy men hum <nd sing and whistle while they
shave, To keep their ninds off their re«
flections, Otherwise, they'd mo crazy...
Women could do it, thouzh. Because woiicn
never saw thensclves, actuclly, They saw



an idealization, & vision. Powder, rouge, lipstick, mascarc,

cyeagiicdow, brillicntiné, of merely ar coptiness to which these
¢lements smust be applied. Womenr were o 1ittle crizy to begin

uith, onyweoy.t

And the story I liked best in the book (#Th-t Fcll-Bound Troin®)
nrkes o serious point, although dressimg it up in o facetious dis-
suise, In this thce hero nekes & pact with the devil so that he
noy stop tiite whenever he fecels he is supreacly hopny. Of course,
happiness is lwoys cround the corner mnd the hero ncver uscs his
power, At lecast, while Still alive.

PLEASANT DLBAMS A1 FICHCIARES is o book th.t provides passoble
cntertoinnent for an undemanding roeoder, The vplots ore written
strictly to unbend-ble foruuls, znd the ideas are all voriotions on
pulp-magazine thenes, A scrious reader will grow imcercasingly in-
potient with it, and is warned accordinszly.

- Chris Pricst

A4ttt

DARTHUORKS by Brian Aldiss
(Four Squarc 35 64)

This book is one of the very best that Bricon Aldiss has yet
written, It is not on easy book tc like becouse the werld it »ic-
tures is so dislileablesy it is, however, & book whose 120 intenscly
written pages contain more ideas and plore sheer geod writing thon
nost other science fictiocn books put tegether,

Knowle Nolnnd, the narrator, tells us that his intention is to
picture thc wvorld he lives in, but by deing so tells us a sreat decl
obout himself cnd encrges as one of the most cownlex charccters in
the whole of the genre, The whole boolk is really about what leads
him to the act that he is about to perfornm when the book finishes,
e see hin first os the nominzl coptain of the ~utomoated freirhter
"Iricste Star! aond his fateful cncounter with o deod nan, We see
him in flashback as a form worker, working the thin and poisonous
s0il to produce food for a vastly overpopulnted world. We neet the
people who have influenced hir, ~nd relive the Incidents thot hove
mnde him what he is. Then we see hin caught up in the worlad of
Africon nolitics which he only dimly understands.

The world Noland irnhibits is full of the sickness of ~riditys
aridness of the seil, aridness of ideas; and Aldiss' writing skill
is such thot aridity and sickness are the nnin feelings generated by
this bool, That does not rmeon thet the book itself is crid or
siclk, The writing is superb, ~nd imnses which linpger in the nind
~bound., It is the hunsnitorian Aldiss who cimerpges, ~lthough one
fecls that 2ll the odds crc against it.

It is an easy boolt to recd, but not ~u casv onec to accept or
assinilate, It is, as I snid, onc of Aldiss' best. It is onc of
the best novels of any type I heove read during the post yeor, It is
cvailoble in wost bookshops. o ~nd buy it.

- Vic Hellett
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NOT WITH . BANG by Chepnnn Pincher
(Four Squore 5s)

This is an utterly cbsorbing first novel by one of Britain's
lending political journclists. It teclls of the eficct on the world
of Juvenel, a drug which restores dying cells and, in effect, nckes
a person ten years younger, If on¢ trkes thisc drug regularly one
achieves an opproximation of immortality, ond Mr. Pincher has given
us the novel on this theme that John Wyndham failed to in ' Trouble
with Lichen,®

Slowly znd in great detail we ore shown the drugls effect on
the initially small but ever-growing group of people who cone in
contact with it, until suddenly it is obtaincble to cnyone in the
whole of the frece world; nnd so begins the end, The end when it
arrives is utterly horrible and catches in its net even peoplec who
thought they had escaped.

It is Hr., Pincher's skill ss a journalist which shines through
and he records the decline of civilization with an eyc for the suall
details which mokes the whole thing real, The book is too longs
sortie of the love scenes could haove been pruned, but it is a good,
solid, cntertaining story which will mcke you look at the Press and
Perlicnent a little more carefully afterwards,

- Vic Hnllett

iR R O

THE REVOLVING BOY by Gertrude Priecdbers
(Gollencz 18s5)

This book is well worth reading, It is written in o quietly
natter-of-fact style associated wita 'genceral! fiction rather than
the pulp-derived action-cdventure style thot is more typical of s-f,
but is based on cn vauswal and intriguing theme that I do not recall
ever howing net elsewhere,

The boy of the title possesses the gift of *absolute direction.t
He cean, for instance, point with unthinking accuraty ~t ony spot on
the eartht's surfacc, no natter where he happens to he at the time.
But above and beyond purely terrestrial nmatters, he has o basic
psychological oricntation townrds o norticular point in the sky.
From enrly childhood his peculirrity monifests itself in & necessity
every so often to twist hinself round so mony times in order to 'un~
wind'! hiwself from the turns he's becen obliged to take in proceeding
fron one plece to another, His porents are none too hoppy ~bout the
situction, but like the Loy himself they rc¢ intelligent - one of the
book's prenises is thot hed they not been so, they could never hove
haé hin - ~nd the continual cfforts of all three to adjust to the
life around thenr sre treoted with sympathetic insight leavened with
occnsional flasheg of gentle humour, The gradunl revelotion first
of why the bhoy is the woy he is, afterwards of his consegquent inp-
ortance in the scheme of things, is hondled with the scume guiet
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motter-of-factness r~s is cverything else. By woy of bonus, MHiss
Fricdberg has furnished her future with assorted artefacts thot have
the correct futuristic 'fecl! ~bout them, She doces not ~ttenpt to
explnin then scicntifically, and siaply nentions that they'rc there -
and one feecls that they bclong there,

~ Archie Mercer
RIS PP ARSI

THE 'IF' READER OF SCIEHCE FICTION
(Vhiting ~nd Wheaton 21s)

252 prges, nine stories ot 21 shillings, which works out a2t 2/4
a storys since only two of theii are obove rverage, you'd do better
with =~ fistful of pocketbooks. This is o pity, since ©ll nine neet
up with nmy personal stendord of hoving plot, action, clisox ond
ending,

When Tine wos New A tipme tr wvcller to the Cretaceous encounters
end rescues two Martion children who hove been kidnapned ond orrooned
there (l~rs has life during the Cretaccous period). He foils the
tidnappers but is marooned himself - the kids go back to Mars,.. AND
bukld a time machine, trovel to the dead KHeors of their future (our
present), get jobs on the tine project as the hero's ossistant, then
cone back and rescuc him,,, he aarries the girl,.. gentlc sound of
retching.

Father of the Stors A mon devotes his fortune ond 21l his life to
sending out slow interstellar rockets. Beforc he dics, on FIL drive
is invented so he goes to nect the ecrliest rocket as it mckes planet-
fall ~ ond then dies, Van Vogt éid it better in 'Far Centourus?,

Life Hater A little gem, where the hero, dying of cancer, volun-

tcers to tallr a berscrker space battleship into surrender, And you
con toke the ending two ways.

01ld Testament A Sirion foundling om ~ sprceship is returned to its
village with the result that it founds o whole new religion,.. ho hun.
The Silkic Van Vogt piles impossibility on inprobability so fast
in this tale of nutoted huwans versus an alien with grent powers,

that you don't notice the gaps in the canvas, Quite passcble.

Better Mousetrap  Another pleasing itenm about certain valunble neteo-

rites which have a sinister purpose.

Long Day in Court Double-tzlk, overwordy ~nd inmproboble (highly)
account of & legal poaradox in an clien court.

Trick or Treaty L 'Retief! yarni you cither like this rubbish or
you don't,

64 Square ladhouse A hichly cntertaining account of 2 chess touraa-
ment in which o conputer participates, Sad to say, it fodes ocway
without exnloring any s-f byways, ~nd you wonder what it was all about.
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If this book is o showcase for 'IF', then the stories which didn't
get in nust hove been dowaright cwful. This lot are on a poar with
any two issues of any s~f nogazine.

-~ Terry Jeeves
o :

THE WATTRSIIZED b~ Arthur Kocstloer
(Heinemeonn, in the Scicnce Study Series 6s)

This is not scicnee fiction, but woulid I think be of interes
to scicence fiction readers. 1t is the lifoc story of Jouonies
{epler (1571 to 1630), onc of the 'grents' of astronony. He
stands bridging the gop between the nysticisn of the sixteenth
certury ond the cwrkening scicnce of the seventeenth, Mr Foestler
gives & very hunarn picture of o nan bunbling his way towards uandcer-
standing the heavens, Ouc moment casting horoscopes or thinking
of the music of th: sphercs, cnd the next trying to colculate with
scientific accuracy the orbit of lars, The wholce story is full of
interest, and contcins wmany colourful characters. There is for
instonce Tycho de Brohe, who had port of his nose sliced off in =« "
duel, cnd had replrnced it with on alloy of meld and silver. He
lived, in the¢ best scicnce fiction trodition, on his Sorcerer's |
islond, "Holding forth on tnc varictions in the cccentricity of
Mors, rubbing ointment on his silver nose, aad throwing cosunl tide
bits to his fool, Jepp, who sat at his moster's fcet under the
toble," There wos olso Galileo., famous for throwing weishts off
the tower of Pisa,which was in foet an experiment his cnenies did,
Finally, those who like nc zre dufiers ot nthemntics need have no
qualas on that score, -:s very little mothomctical ability is needed.

~ Hichael Bickerstaffe

A i e -t

Tl PROBE edited by srthur ¢, Clcrke
(Gollancez 21s)

This arthology storts with a short but good introduction by
Clrrke, He nlso writes cn exccellent picce rbout the cuthors at
the beginning of voch story, cnd cach story is picked for its
particulcr aspect of seience,

Mathcuotice: And He Duilt A Crooked House, by Robert Heinlein,
An cxcellent story cbout o housc which collmpses into the fourth
spatial dinension.

Cybernctics: The Webbler, by lurray Leinster
This story, with 'First Contoct!, I think ore Leinster's best.

lietcorolozy: The “eather Mon, by Theodore L, Thones

This story T first reod in '"The inclop Anthology! and on its second
re~ding I liked it oven nore - the proof of a rood story.
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Archacology: The Aritifact Dusiness, by Roberi Silverbery
An average story. Thal's about 21l I can say.

Exobiology: Grandpa, by Jemes H,Schmitz
Another good story - very original,

Physics: Kot Final, by Isaac Acinov
An cxcellent story about the threat to esrth if the inhcbitants of
Jupiter ever get off their planet,

liedicine: The Little Bleclt Bag, by C,n.Kornbluth
Thic story cannot be anthologized enough - it is a beauty.

Astrononmy: The Blindness, by Philip Lotham
Not bad, but I think you have to be an astronomer te understand half
of it.

Physiolosmy: Trlke & Deep Breath, by Artaur C.Clarke
A ghort short from 'The Other Side of the Sky'. Good,

Chemistry: The Potters of Firsk, by Jack Vaonce
A rpood story with & good (if predictable) ending.

Biolopgys The Tissue-Culture King, by Julicn Huxley
Sorry-, a good idea, but too dated for my taste.

On the whole, a very. good collection, One small point I dis-
ngree with Clarke over, From the introduction: "It is my hope that
these stories, few of which neve ever becn anthologized before and
sone of which I am happy to have rescued from near oblivion...'.
Well, in my modest collection of recent s~f I have all but three of
the stories, so if you have many cnthologies, don't buy this one,

~ Ken Luxford
B e X LR S

THE GENOCIDES by Thomes !, Disch
(Whiting and Wheaton 13s)

Hen, the killer, is finally killed by & race of supcr-farners,
who secd the carth ulth a peculicrly tough kind of super-tree which
srous and prows, and keeps on growing reserdless of what is done to
it, Civilization collapses, wild life venishes, the stru_ gle for
survivael brings out the primitive savame which lurks beneath the
cultured veneer, it the end the alien fermers send their nochines
to harvest the crop, burn the stubbkle, reseed the plenet, and lien
talkes his last wall into the sunset.

We never sce the aliensi we only recd o brief report which tells
of the burning of hcobitations. We never knovw Jjust what the govern-
ments nave done to ensure survival, Tue -ction iz bhased on o small
forming community led by o typical bible-punching fonatic who sees
the hrnd of God in every misfortune, And therc cre incomsistencies.

The book opens with the lecder cnd hisz two sons, one a honlfwit,
the other in the role of the prodisgel, tending their field of corn.
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They drill holes in the trees in order to bleed them of sap te oid
in fertilizinz the cora. The stated cim is to kill the trecs by

doing so in order to extend the clearing, So why toake such ¢are

to fit hard-to~remove buncs in the tap-lioles?

The commurity is sucll, less thoan three hundroed souls - yet any
and o1l bands of individuels =re slcughtered on sight without regard
to the loss of potential monpower, Not even the women are spored,
A1l ore killed wnd ground up inte sausnge-meat and then ceremoniously
eaten - well, almost oll, A couple ere gparcd, One, a mining
engineer for reasons never explained, the other an old nurse,

Surrounded by giant trees they live, in frigid winter, in a hut
nade of woven leaves, using body-hect to keep warnm, A1l but one of
the eatire herd of cows, together with the younger son of the leader,
ore mysteriously destroyed by fire -~ ond no-one bothers to find out
the source, or wonder at it, When they are finclly burned out of
the hut, they run to a cave and learn, to their surprise, that the
trees are hollow, They heve o lawp with an uneXploined source of
oil, They crewl down the roots of the tree which secems to have been
something lilke & potato, ~nd live on the tubers they find. The im-
pression of these people crowling sbout in what must have been Stygien
darkness is glossed over -~ and is it possible for onyone to practi-
cally treble their weight so that they weigh four hundred pounds in
& matter of a few months? 4 zirl too? And it woasn't the diet - they
were all eating tlhc sone thing.

ind how, after fipghting the trees so long, could they be sur-
prised ot whot they had found?

Irritations apart, this is o good book which tells an entertai-
ning story cond tells it well, It ic bettier to be read as on clle-
gorys Man is far from bein; the nester and, ns we treat others, so
could we he treated,

It isn't nice to think 2bout ~ but os told by Disch itts enjoy-
able to read,

- Ted Tubb
F bt e el e

WHY CALL THE B CK FROI HEAVEN? by .Clifford Sinak
(Gollancsz 18s)

. & novel b:sed on the pros ond cons of the topical Deep Sleep/
Freeze prescrvation of huwan bodies for later revival., I found
reoding this book t+ be hard work, with very little profit,

- J,F.Rogers

A gadfly book, darting in a bewildering voriety of dircctions,
Not Siwmclk at his best,

- R.,W.Mortinore

(++ see solso Jim Groves' review loter in thic Vector ++ =~ Ed)
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THE WONDER EFFECT by Frederick Pohl and C,M,Kornbluth
(Gollancsz 18s)

Pcrhaps partly because I have tricd to collaborat:e with a good
friend, I found the introducticn to this book very poignant, and al-
most a bonus tenth to the nine actual stories.

The first of these, CRITICAL (LSS, certainly captures the random
swirl of human particles in the dramr of civilian life., The last,THE
DULAKER CANNONW, builds & picture of the scicnce of the 'War Game'! very
close to what mizht be happening now on & diffcrent scale, Both, in
fact, read so much like detailed accounts of actual happenings that
they arc, I think, cxcellent fiction, but not any strain on the ima-
ginotion,

The others, however, have in varying deprces, the Wonder Effcct
for me, in so much as they are, like drecams, rcal when belng experi-
enced, and thoujht-provoking aftcrwards. I would 3o so far as to
say that if you have never had drecams of your own at least a little
like these, you have been missing something. Lt lcast two of my own
published stories wer: bascd strongly on such sleceping oxperiences,

Although a hardencd s-f reader might find it amusing to put a
date to the publication of each story, cnd then turn to the copyright
page to see how closc each puess is to the fuct, I think 211 the
stories well worth recading.

- E.,R,Janes
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(letters, continued from page 22)

DiaVID ROWE T mizht as well blurt out (with near
Barking conplete ignorance) whet my dear grey

matter has conceived of Soviet s~f,
(a) it is extremely Wellsian (v) it is hirhly optimistic (e¢) its
utopias involve no mention of politics (or policies) and arc presuma-
bly cowmnunistic. Quice a lot, however, was writtcn before the Cold
War, and is still reprcsentative of Russian s=f; I therefore fecl
that it has not reached, nor is travelling on, the same lines as in
Britain (and :wmcrica),

A lot of British (and jfmcrican) s-f relics too much on giiznick
or satire, and the actual writing is not 'visual'® cnough... of course,
out come Wew liorlds 171 and 172 to prove me wrong,

Whaet I mean by amcrica is that they don't cxperiment enoughs if
#ldiss and Ballerd can go to the cxtremes and still stay rcadable,
so can a few jmericans,

WELLSOHL.RDIROM, ... and arc cqually zrateful to, JOE BOWMill and
vl J JAATHEN,




Ffor Bour Information
Mike Ashley

(++ those comrents between double crosscs arec as usucl by your editor,
who in this instance has filled in in ¢ few questions where Mike was
uncertain ++)

Questions from Darroll Pnardoe (++ hal ++)

(1) I have zlways thought John Wyndham was a pen-name for John Beynon
Harris, but recently I was told the 'Wyndham! part was onc of his
forenames.,. so, what is his full name, and if the 'Wyndhan' isn’'t
pert of it, where did he get it from?

Answer: the full name of this suthor is John Wyndham Porkes
Lucas Beynon Harris, his father being George Beynon Harris, and
his motber Gertrude Parkes. Hence not only John Wyndham, but
2lso Johi Beynon, Lucas Parkes ond YWyndham Parkes are all part of
fiis own name, The pscudonyrt Johnson Harris wos used once on an
EngrEstrTeprint boolk,

(2) VWhat is the true story of HWEBULA-42, Was there one, or wasn't
there?

Answer: a5 far as I know NEBULA was suddenly killed after issue
41 had hit the stands in June 1959, In all probability issue 2
was prepared, and perhaps clrcady in the printing stage, but no
such issuve wos ever on sale,

(3) Itve o vogue menory of rcading a short story version of 'A Cant-
icle for Leibowitz' somewhere, but I can't trace it. Con you
help?

Answer: the novel A CAWI'ICLE FOR LEIBOWITZ is o combination of
three novelettes, nomely tA Centicle for Leibowitz! (April 1955)
TAnd the Light is Risen! (Aurust 1956) and 'The Last Conticlet
(Tebruary 1957) all originally cppenring in FANTASY “ND 3CIRNCE
FICTION,

(4) Once, I saw in Ken Slater's catalogue an ACE double novel menti-
oncd,., this was by Asimov, and wes called SECOND FOUWDATION/
GALACTIC EMPIRE, Plecse.,. whot was the second half of this?

- L — —_ - —
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(5)

(6)

] (7)

(8)

~16~

Answer: are you sure this was an Ace double?  SECOND FOUN-
DATION has appeared ass SECOND FOUNDATION: GLLACTIC EMPIRE, the
latter being just an addition to the title, Not having this
version, or seen the actucl listing in Ken's catnlogue, I can't
help further thon that.

Questions from Tom Jones

Can you please give o full list of last year's Hugo winners and
nominations?

Answer: (++ I don't have the full list of nominations to hand,
but the winners were as follows: DBest Magazine, IF, Best Novel,
awarded jointly to DUNE (Frank Herbert) and AND CALL ME CONRAD
(Roger Zelazny). Best Short Story, REPENT, HARLEQUIM, SAID THE
TICKTOCKMAN (Harlon Ellison), Best all-time series, a new award,
the FOUNDATION series (Isanc Asimov). Best Artist, FRANK FRAZa
ETTA, Best Fenzine, ERB-DOM, #+)

Hove any other books by Stonley G, Weinbaum been published in
poperbeck apart from A MARTIAN ODYSSEY from Lancer?

Answer: In his Author's Works lListing, Don Tuck lists no Wein-
baun paperbacks, excent one in dustralia; os far as I know, "A

ARTIAN ODYSSEY! is the only Weinbaum paperbock available at the
monent .

Whatts happened to the checklists that the BSFA were going to
bring out?

Answers (++ the only one I am aware of at prescent is a check-
list of AUTEENTIC, which involved a lot of work by at lcast three
people, including myself, cnd was finighed over a year ago., Other
lists of which I have no lnowledze at the moment may turn up when
the P,0,'s affairs are finally c¢larified. I have no plons to
publish the AUTHENTIC or any other checklist during ny six months
in office., ++)

Questions from Mary Reed

What was the first British fenzine, who edited it, and is it
still going now?

Answer: 0ddly enough, whilst the first US frnzine (which was
2lso the first feanzine) has often becn mentioned, little has been
said on the first British fonzine, The eoarliest I can trcce is
the JOURNAL OF TIHE BRITISH INTERPLAGZTARY SOCIETY way back in
1933, which included Willlam ¥, Tomple as Editor for a period,
But this was not strictly a fanzine. Other ecrly omnes were
NOVAE TERRAE, which started in Morch 1936 with iicurice K, Hanson
as editor, and SCIENTIFICTION, edited by Walt Gillings from Jan~
vary 1937. None of the e~rly oancs still exist, but if Howard
Rosenblunm ever m~terializes his clains of reviving FUTDRIAKN, that
could probably clain the recerd, since it bejon as the BULLETIN
OF THE LEEDS SF LEAGUE in January 1938, cnd became FUTURILN in
June of that yecr,
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(9) Whot's the longest-running British and TS fanzine, ond who edits
it; wos it clways cdited by thoem?

l fnswer: I don't thirk ony f-nzine can or will ecual the record
o set up by SCIEICE FICTION TTHES, which bepan as TANILSY TIHES
1 under Jcites Tourasi in Septenber 1941, ené is still going,
auraci.no louper SJdAtT 1t, tlough he lept it for practicolly
tuzaty vecrs, bul it con aow be obteined from Jones Ashe, w'ioco
2ddiess is R4 1, Freeville, ilew Yoxrl 13063, As for the
| longest-ruani- g Pritish Fonzine. the FUTURIAN must cleim suc
yaea
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ANNOUNCEMENT s THE N3F STORY CONTEST

This is open to members of the BSTFA, and the further details I
have received are as follows:

ik The coatest is onen to all a2matcur uriters in the field,
We define an anateur &as one who has scld no @ore than two
stories ta the professisnal science fictior and fantasy
magszines.,

2 Stories must be original unpublished worl: of the entrant,
nust bhe less than 5,000 words in lenzth, and must come
within tHe ficld of science fiction and/or Tentasy in the
opinion of the final judge, who for 1567 is Frederick Pohl.

5 Stories should be typed on o% x 11 (please note this is
neither quarto nor foolscap but a size in hetweca) white
paper, double svaced, with the title on cvery page but the
naviec of the author omitted to ensure impartiality.

Contcstants may enter any number of stories. Each should
be acconpanied by a stanped addressed envilope. (UK postage
»lease, as the BSFa will pay the postaze over and the N3F
the postayge haclt for the fimalists),

This information has been taken from the N3F mugazine, and I
would add that I have beon asked to have nll entries scrcened before
sending off three finalists to the States. As you Imow, dr,.E,C,Tubb
is screening all entries, and kis decision is final as to those to be
forwarded, and he will enter into no corrospondence os to rejected
8. This I feel is only fair to Ted, os otherwise he uight be
irundated with correupondence, and lilkte the rest of us, he is a very
busy man, Also, to 2llow Ted plenty of time to consider tlie 1SS I
iecel that the closing date as far as the UK is concerned shculd be
auzust the 1st, Plecase therefore forward 211 MSS to Te direct (not
to Ted) for onwerd tronsmiscion by no later thaa Ausust 1st 1967,
Thanl: you,

Doregen l'arker

(continued from page 2Q)

found is., This isn'v first class Simek; the theaes are there, nos-
talgia for the sinple lifc, the stroange but fricandly alien mowledge
and so on, but somchow his heert doesa' really sccn to be in it.
However, read iv, if only for the little touches that Simak is so
good at - like the wry comient on computer justice at Chepmenis trial,




THE BIRD 'S EYE PEOPLE
BY JIM GROVES

e A S S T LT R e

As you may have heard, the latest craze/borderlinc idea to come
out of America is the new 'science' of Cryonics - freezing people
for posterity, Briefly, the idea is taat at death you cre frozen
to prevent deterioration and preserved until mediczl science has
learnt how to revive you =nd prevent o0ld anc or waatever it is that
you died of, It's & variation of an old s.f idea, but now someconc
has taken it seriously, to the extent that already therce is one such
frozen body in store, =nd others arc likely to follow. This ideca
is so fageinating that at this yearts open meeting of the Eastern
Science Fiction fLssociation in FNewark, outcide HMew York, the subject
was cryonics. And Clifford Simaltts latect book, MWHY CALL THLLM
BLCKX FROM HELVEN' (Doubleday, £3.95) (4+ In e UK, Gollancz, 18s
++ ~ E4) is on the samc thene. This review is concerncd with both
these itens, First, the ESFA meotiug.

Two nembers of the Cryonics Society of Mew Tork turned out to
be on a panel with s-f suthors Lester del Rey ané Fred Pohl to pre--
sent ~nd discuss the whole idea of crvonics, First the case for
cryonics was put by the men Irei the coclety, They admicted that
they could guorantee nothinz as regords future revivel and rejuveil-
ation, but as they put it the only other alternative wes to accept

death as a vermanent end. It's & gamnble but vhen you have nothing
to lose you grab at any chonce that comes alwung. Providing that
you can afford it, that is, They then save details on the cnly
case to date of cuch cold ut‘rafe afver death. This was a »oyeho--
logy profescor in Los fngeles; his body is now in deep freeze in
liruid nitrogen in a voult in ull ona., The attacl on the very idea
of such freezing weis then launched by Lester del Rey. He atvaclicd

in a rather emotional fashion on several grounds - that it was a
case of saddling our descondents with our problemss; th .t it would
inpede progress by fouling up the process of change brought about by
the pascing of one generation to make way for the next; and thet it
viould cause intense populationn problemg as regards llVlag space and
S0 omu.

TFred Pohl then countered Lesteric arzunents by pointing out
that we already saddle our descendents with problems, and we already
have a population problem; cryonics wouldn’t create these, just nalke

them that wmuch more urgent. Maestions arnd com.ents from the floor
covered a variety of ideas, For instance, John Boardman comiiented
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L ALMA HILL Onc can only svupnivhize with Lo7 Pey-
Boston, ilass. tonls feelings., ¢ »mut out sucn &

handsgome VECTOR ~ it must have becn o
shock to him to scc such a chonge come over it, Dut perhaps there
is such a thing as being too forividably perfect? If the mere rank
end file got the inpression that their help is neither useful nor
helpful, by-and-by the officers find thewselves too much alone,
You are publishing some very irteresting material, .ad that's the
noin thiag.

! It']1l be intocresting to ses how many pecwvle arce ohle to renew
2t the hicher rate, It's really ro cuorimous sum, But just at
this tine of yesxr - and when the meabership llas been used to seciag
Princely results at trifling cost cnd less offort, they aren't
rcady for cmergencics. Fen pgrours - or any other - should lecp dn l
nind the lessons of history, that there are no uasinkable sroups as

sucii, because if it gets to o sitwvation of 'chagque pour soi! the i
original sctup is just wot very likely to soplace itself, I do

indced hone that you find cuough individuals wle will sec you thr-

} ough &né put a premer valuo on the BSFA, whalt it has accomplished,

ané what it can do.

About the only susgestion I can offer, though, is a siuple
thing that you may already licw; to reducc tynos in c¢lub publicet.
ions, use a cushiovn-carbon sheet =nd nroofread that gourself, then
have someorne else proofread it, and wmaue yorr correchions befope the
stencil gocs on the drun, The exceptionally-clean fanzines usuclly
have family or group co~workers who do that very thiang, toking a
stiteh in time to save nine, If houschcld help isnt't availeble, then
a committee will serve, but thot tokes loager, Hut as you'lre amas-
siag & backleg, th.t moy work out too,

(++ your prosent editor corrects nistalics as made, while the stencil
is still in the typewriter, Therc is no procfrceading.as such, and so
any mistolies that do oceur are ones that cseaped notice as I was
trping the stencil ++)
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DILN PILL I must cdisagroc with Archic and
Forth der“l LHercer ebout 'TAE G ‘”Ch :
TiIE CLADE' in the 9th (elaxy
: Found it =z nmost interesting ond readehle story althoush the
vniing was ro 1h T UNNCCRESary .,

-

I don't lmow whethoer it wes intentiosnzl, but most of the naues

mentioned i» 'Letter of Complaint' seem to be associated with urcse—
SAENNOn N,V s~

Ap-ce General (Jockie) W.,V.Pallo

Controlicer A, {l:icl?) ickonun

Four Stor Gelexy Gcneral i. (Xent?) Vnlton

N}

Here coincidence?

CH33, IEGG ""he idea of foraing e linited coip-
Jtevenage any for the DEFA is & good one and

it surpriges me that no-one thought
of it before, Mowever, .5 under company lew I sholl hove no real soy
in the affairs (or the limbilities) of the orgunizotion, the most that
r can do is kend vocal supnort. Sonchow the idco of cleocting permd-
acnt officers sccms slightly obmoxious for two reasonsy first, 1t irks
a4 bocaunge I feel uhat any orzonization necds the PO):lOlle" of not
being re-cleeted to make sure that its officers work os well s POGSH
ible, ond sccond beenuse it is possible to set someonc in office who
cenaot he cdigmissed or cay porticnlar grounds yet is a liability to
tihe society. I'ot oaly that, but it rcally gives too much nower to
She committee, especially if the committev is inerciosed in size.

Plgase, iir EBdwards, could you zive us sonce fan neus of some
o & Adaivieddly, plugs for the Amecicen fmz were = little irksone,

ai lecst they appertained to fondon, If only 5'd scen that litcle
253t at the time of entering faudom it woula have soved me many hours
v hord vork vounderinsg whet somcone was on about, Lven so, Itve

iound that the srectest commmunication difficuity arises more with the
sore of genernl sleny tho .t fans use, rathcer thon new rords, Just one

voerd vo Mr, Bavords - support PaDsZines, theylre bBritishl

Out of all the leticirs of comment the only thing 1 cap find o
mrave cbout is Pete Ueston's claim thot o life-fern anecds te be highly
ﬁev“loned to Le specialized. Thie sinply i not so. Ume of the most
ccinlized animels on this plinet in terns of mode of life is the
cevorm (taenin), but it is alsy an extreacly primitive canimel in-

In the corder of clossificatinn ciployed by zoolosists, it is
lower thaa the worms, the iasccts aind the crustacca, so I defy
::to coell it advancecd, lleed I soy aore?

tie Welcolin Edwards is belang avilnrnrd at the ionant, but it is 30ill

o
noped to persuwde hin to COuLlHuC his colunmn. And with ressrd to
vour coucent: or the BSFA, it is difficult cuough, judoing by this
vroxts showing,, to find aaybedy to =crve on the comittee in the first

Nlace, 3o che BLSFL hies to malie do with those folll who arc uilling to
2o their time, who are precious few., ++)
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